Monday, October 17, 2011
10:44 AM

http://www freedomforallseasons.org/FreedomFromALLTaxes.asp Page 1 of 3

IIEGEHBEIII EYIHEH";I_ ﬂ
Seattle Traffic Seattle Weather Mobile Register Sign In

seattle@ Monday, October 17, 2011 LY X

°F Seattle, WA \LLp
9 Clear D AL

Q search (@ seattlepicom () Web Search by YAHOO! Businesses
Home Local US.World Business Sports ABE Life Comics Photos Blogs Forums Traffic Shopping Real Estate Index

Weather Transportation Poliics Joel Connelly MNeighborhoods Around the Sound Environment Obituaries Opinion  David Horsey  Forums

b <Y ANDTICKETS TOSEATTLEGAME 0CTOBER 22 4f€ VS Q5 v

Property dispute at Vashon fields project site will land in a FOLLOW US: n

courtroom E Fj =

Local Photos Displaying 1-30f 100 @ »

By Leshe Brown, VASH
Published 09:25 a m

D BEACHCOMBER

5 0 A long-simmering property dispute between the Vashon
0 PR y
Park District and Gay Rosser is headed to court on
Like Monday, when the park district will seek a restraining "Occupy The 20 Oceupy
order against Rosser for what it sees as her ongoing Sealtie’ heats  stospesthills  Seaitk
Comments (0)  [=] Email This . e R up in Seattle protesters
obstruction of its field project. refuse to
Al Larger | Smaller |v| Font leave
= -, e diskriet's fitn Westlake Park
Printable Version David Hackett, a member of the park district's five-

member board, said the park district decided to file a
lawsuit after other efforts - including a proposed
settlement that gave Rosser and her mother Margaret access to one of the parcels in question -

failed. What's more, despite frequent conversations and efforts at mediation, Gay Rosser
continues to try to obstruct the project, he said - most recently last month, when she used trucks

to block access to the work site during a critical moment in the construetion process.

"After a year and a half of trying to get her to sign some kind of settlement agreement, it became
apparent to us there would always be something in the way of reaching some kind of agreement,
so we decided it would be better to have the court resolve it," Hackett said.

Rosser, who shares the home with her mother, did not return telephone calls. However, in an

. Click for details | ,

email that she sent out to nearly 100 Islanders Friday, she expressed dismay over the lawsuit,
noting that she received a summons to Monday's hearing only Thursday night, after her go-vear-
old mother answered the door and was handed papers by a man standing on her porch.

"This allows one business day to gather and respond to these actions by Parks and Schools,”
Rosser wrole in her email, adding that the family doesn't have a lawyer and urging Islanders to
write letters to The Beachcomber, The Loop and the park district in support of her cause.

The Rossers' family home, initially owned by Margaret and her late husband Leon and now
owned by Gay, sits on a five-acre parcel on the eastern edge of the park district's sports field
project. The park district is leasing the adjacent 10-acre site on Vashon Highway, where The
Harbor School is located and where it is building several new sports fields; the 10-acre parcel is
owned by the Vashon Island School District.

At issue is the ownership of two strips of property at the site - the 100-foot driveway to the LATEST LOCAL HEADLINES
Rossers’ home, which runs along the southern edge of the sports field project, and a grassy swath Pl o Fetrave ante
along the eastern edge of the park project, next to the Rossers' property. Westlaked7?
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According to the Rossers, that driveway is owned by them - with an easement that gives the gunso p_‘ -I. . b 9

school district use of it. And the grassy swath on the eastern edge of the park project is owned by
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the school district - with an easement that gives the Rossers full access to it. The easements were
agreed to by Leon Rosser and then school superintendent Hal Barton in 1947, the Rossers say, as ;nk\'uf:dtas Sar chshes rough guardell over |
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a way to give the Rossers access to the back half of their property.
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But despite a thorough search of their records, school district officials say they can find no
documentation of the Rossers' easement claim to the eastern edge of the property and in fact
unearthed a 1957 document that appears to counter it. What's more, both a title search and a
survey by long-time Island surveyor Jerry O'Hare show that the driveway belongs to the school
district, with an easement that allows the Rossers to use it, not the other way around.

Without documentation, school Superintendent Michael Soltman said, the district can't give an
easement on the eastern swath to the Rossers, as that amounts to giving away public property, a
violation of state law. The park district, however, has crafted a settlement proposal that would
give the Rossers use of the strip on an as-needed basis. The Rossers, according to Hackeltt, have
declined the offer.

On Monday, a King County court commissioner will decide if there's enough merit to the park
district’s elaims about the property’s boundaries to issue a temporary restraining order,
preventing Gay Rosser from blocking the driveway again or taking other similar actions. The
issue will then go to a judge, who will "guiet the title,” or determine exactly where the property’s
boundaries are.

Hackett said the park distriet did not want to take the issue to court, as it will cost the district
several thousand dollars in lawyers' fees. But he said a series of incidents has forced the district's
hand. Last spring, for instance, Gay Rosser removed portions of the park district's fence and
drove her car onto the park district's fields, according to an affidavit signed by park district
Executive Director Wendy Braicks and filed in King County Superior Court.

"We have a project to complete, and Gay Rosser is standing in the way of it,” Hackett said.

Ray Aspiri, a long-time Islander who stepped in last year to try to help resolve the conflict, said
he's sorry il's come to this.

The Rossers, he added, "genuinely feel they've been taken advantage of.” Initially, he said, park
district officials didn't communicate as well or clearly with the Rossers as they should have. But
the settlement the park district has come up with seems to make sense, Aspiri said, and he's
disappointed the Rossers won't agree to it

"[ feel badly that they can’t find a resolution. I thought we got the school district and the park
district to reach out to them, but it wasn't enough to satisfy Gay and Margaret,” he said.
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